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Diamonds in the Rough  

[Or, How to Get a 12-Year Old Boy Practice] 
 
 
 

!ƴŀǘƻƳȅ ƻŦ ŀ ώάDƻƻŘέϐ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ tƛŜŎŜ 

¶ Appeal ς Likeability 

o Strength of compositional personality 

o Rhythmic interest 

Á Variety of note values 

Á Syncopation 

o Style & Genre 

o Harmonic color & progression 

o Melodic shape 

o Texture 

¶ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜέ tƛŜŎŜǎ 

o Fully developed musical ideas 

o No wandering phrases 

o Proper harmonic chord progressions 

o Stylistically cohesive throughout 

o Strong transitions 

o A piece that sound like something is missing 

o Pieces that have strong musical integrity in and of themselves 

¶ Strong Compositional Ideas 

o Emotional reaction 

o Rhythmic, harmony and melodic interest 

o Hooks ς gimmicks 

o Variety of ideas and compositional devices 

o Changes in articulation, register and/or phrase lengths 

o {ǘȅƭƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŀƴŘ άŦǊŜǎƘέ 

o LH melody [?] 

o Puzzles or tricks to figure out ς something that piques curiosity 
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¶ Predictability 

o In harmonic progressions 

o Sequences 

o Unnecessary and/or unvaried repetition 

¶ Kitschy, trite or cliché pieces 

¶ Blandness 

o Chord progressions 

o Chord voices 

¶ Knock-offs ς pieces that sound like other pieces 

 

The Grab Bag: Things to Consider 

¶ Are there any notational inaccuracies? 

¶ Is this piece related to something else the student already knows? 

¶ Is this piece idiomatic to the instrument? 

¶ Are there passages in this piece that can be redistributed? 

¶ Can doubled notes in big chords be removed for players with smaller hands? 

¶ Does this piece resonate with the student?  Does it reflect their personality?  Or, is it a piece 

they would never be interested in? 

 

The Grab Bag: Things to Keep in Mind 

¶ Just because we ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ like it 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻǇƘƛǎǘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 

¶ Titles of pieces mean a lot 

¶ There may a difference between pieces written by pedagogues turned composer and those 

written by composer turned pedagogue 

¶ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƎƻƻŘ άƎƻƻŘέ ƳǳǎƛŎ  ŦǊƻƳ άōŀŘέ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ 

social patterning 

¶ We, the consumers of teaching music, have an influence on what is published.  Our purchasing 

habits influence the industry 

¶ We should never sacrifice quality for style 
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Christopher bƻǊǘƻƴΣ ά.ǳǘǘƻƴŜŘ 5ƻǿƴέ ŦǊƻƳ Christopher Norton Connections, Book 6 | Frederick Harris  

 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ bƻǊǘƻƴΣ ά{ǿŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎέ ŦǊƻƳ American Popular Piano Level 4 Repertoire Book | Novus via 
Music 

 
 
RŀƴŘŀƭƭ IŀǊǘǎŜƭƭΣ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 9ǎŎŀǇŜέ ŦǊƻƳ Contest Winners, Book 2 | Alfred Music 

 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ bƻǊǘƻƴΣ άhƴ {ǘŀƎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ Christopher Norton Connections, Book 1 | Frederick Harris 
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5ƳƛǘǊƛ YŀōŀƭŜǾǎƪȅΣ ά¢ƻŎŎŀǘŀΣ hǇΦ слΣ bƻΦ пέ ŦǊƻƳ Masterpieces with Flair! Book 2 | Alfred 

 
 

Hidden Gems 
 

tŀǳƭ {ƘŜŦǘŜƭΣ άbƻŎǘǳǊƴŜέ ŦǊƻƳ Celebration Series Perspectives, Book 4 Repertoire | Frederick Harris 

 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DƛƭƭƻŎƪΣ ά! ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ [ŜƎŜƴŘέ ŦǊƻƳ Accent on Gillock, Volume 6 | Willis Music 

 
wƻōŜǊǘ ±ŀƴŘŀƭƭΣ ά! WŜǿŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛŜǊǊŀǎέ ŦǊƻƳ Nevada Riches | Alfred 
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5Ŝƴƴƛǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊΣ ά/ŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ [ǳƭƭŀōȅέ ŦǊƻƳ 24 Character Preludes |Alfred 

 
 
[ŀǊȅǎŀ YǳȊƳŜƴƪƻΣ άaȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘέ ŦǊƻƳ Celebration Series Perspectives, Level 8 Repertoire 
| Frederick Harris 

 
 
Piqued Curiosity 
[ŜŜ 9ǾŀƴǎΣ άbƻǘ-By-{ǘǊŀǳǎǎ ²ŀƭǘȊέ ŦǊƻƳ Three 12-Tone Waltzes | Piano Plus, Inc. 

 
 
bŀƴŎȅ ¢ŜƭŦŜǊΣ άCŀƴǘŀǎȅέ ŦǊƻƳ Celebration Series Perspectives, Level 8 Repertoire | Frederick Harris 

 


